Fatal hepatotoxicity induced by hydralazine or labetalol.
Antihypertensive agents have been associated with adverse reactions that, if unrecognized by health practitioners, may have devastating consequences. The pattern of hepatotoxicity observed during therapy with the vasodilator hydralazine is highly variable, often making its diagnosis difficult. Serious hepatic injury induced by the alpha- and beta-adrenergic receptor antagonist labetalol has only recently been reported and therefore, many clinicians may be unaware of this adverse effect. Familiarity with the clinical features and course of hydralazine- and labetalol-induced hepatic injury is necessary to ensure prompt recognition and discontinuation of the agent.